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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A LIST of the Writings on the Hebrew and other Oriental 
Languages, intended for Publication by the Rev. R. UvepaLE, 
may be ſeen in the Gent. Mas. Vol. LXVI. p. 465. Mr. Chancellor 
CARLYLE, Profeſſor of Arabic, in the Univerſity of Cambridge, 
has examined the Works, and has given them his Teſtimonial of 
Approbation. 


A 


SERMON, &c. 


1 PETER Ul. 17. 


FEAR GOD — HONOUR THE KING. 


HE words of the text require no preface or reference 
to the context to explain them. In diſcourſing upon 
them, I ſhall, Firſt, conſider our duty to God: and, Secondly, 
the honour and obedience we owe to Princes. 


Tux fear of God in the text, implies more immediately a 
right ſenſe of the Supreme Power that governs the world by 
his Providence —by whom kings reign, and in whoſe hand is 
the heart of kings, to turn them whitherſoever he will: and 
likewiſe a full purpoſe and reſolution (which cannot but 
follow from ſuch a ſenſe of him,) to be guided and determined 
in all our actions by his laws. The wiſdom of this fear of 
God, will become evident to thoſe who are poſſeſſed and 
influenced by it; in making them caſy and happy in their 
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ſeveral circumſtances and ſtations in life ; by giving them the 
bleſſed fruits of contentment and peace of mind; by alleviating 
the hardſhips of adverſity, and ſecuring them from the malice 
and violence of their enemies ; and by affording them a firm 
aſſurance (if they ſould ſuffer for the ſake of God and a good 
conſcience,) that they ſhall not be unrewarded at the laſt : 
ſince the Scriptures aſſure us, that all things work together for 
good, to them that fear Gad. 7 


As this fear of God is thus highly advantageous to thoſe 
particular perſons who are influenced by it; ſo is it the beſt 
ingredient in human ſociety, to influence it's members to 
honour and live in due obedience and ſubjection to the 
Supreme Magiſtrate. And this 1t does by the bleſſing of God, 


which always accompanies it; and by the obligation it lays on 
the conſciences of thoſe who are directed by it. 


THAT the fear of God, and the duties of religion do even 
by a natural tendency, promote the obedience of a people, and 
conſequently the welfare of the ſtate, is evident. For as to 
the moral virtues of honefty, juſtice and temperance ; mduftry 


and frugality; theſe will generally be productive of wealth 


and plenty ; and the Chriſtian graces of humility, charity and 
patience, do as manifeſtly contribute to harmony and peace, 


Tux affairs of the world, when thus circumftanced, proceed 
in a ſmooth and even current, and a gale of proſperity fills 
the ſails, whilſt thoſe at the helm have little elſe to do but to 
command and be obeyed. 


STorMs and tempeſts, dangers and diſtreſſes, are the uſual 
produce of vice and irreligion, which will ever occafion 
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diviſions and diſturbances in a ſtate. The neceſſities of many, 
from their vices and extravagance, the fears and jealouſies of 
more ; and the hazatd thereby, to which the whole commu- 
nity is expoſed; are what generally proceed and give riſe to 
civil quarrels and commotions. They firſt create uneaſineſs— 
then murmurs and clamours - then a deſire of change. 
Whereas the bleſſing of God, over a nation that lives in the 
fear of him, ſhall never be wanting to protect both prince 
and people; and to preſerve them from that worſt of plagues, 
a want of power in the firſt to command, and a want of will 
in the other to obey; whence muſt neceſſarily enſue the 
deſtruction of both, 


Wrrn reſpect to particular perſons—the Providence of 
God may, indeed, permit even the beſt of men to be expoſed 
to temporal calamities in this life, and to pats through many 
tribulations to their final reward in Heaven. And thus, by 
his will and ſufferance, a moſt righteous magiſtrate may 
ſuffer much temporal evil, and even death itſelf ; if not for his 


own ſins, yet for the fins of his people; ſince God may have 


in reſerve for him a full recompence for the loſs of an 
earthly kingdom and a tranſitory life, in a ſtate of glory and 
immortality. And the wickedneſs of the wicked, may paſs 
unpuniſhed in this world, becauſe there is another, in which 


they are to be called to account. But it is not thus that God 


deals with nations — Since public bodies and communities of 
men, as ſuch, can only be rewarded or puniſhed in this 
world. For in the next, all thoſe public ſocieties and politi- 
cal conſtitutions, whereby men are now linked together, under 
ſeveral governments, ſhall be diſſolved. And, therefore, in the 
uſual courſe of Providence, religious and virtuous nations are 


recompenſed with temporal bleſſings and profperity ; and the 
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crying ſins of a people when ripe for deſtruction, are puniſhed 
either by the ſword of their enemies abroad, or they are given 


up for a time to their own devices, and thus become inſtru- 
ments of the wrath of God, to ruin and deſtroy one another. 


LET it then be remembered, that the obligations which 


religion and it's duties lay upon the conſciences of men to 


obedience, is the beſt foundation of civil government ; with- 
9 which it muſt be weak and tottering: for it is in vain to 

be expected, that men ſhould honour their King, who have 
not learned to fear their God. Human laws, and the terror 
of thoſe who enforce them, can only bind the outward man, 
and often ineffectually: but the inward man can be bound 
only by the obligations of religion, and the fear of him, whom 
no darkneſs can blind — no artifice deceive, nor force with- 
ſtand, and who is able to reward or puniſh eternally; to 
recompence with the joys of Heaven, or to deſtroy both body 
and ſoul in Hell. It is the fear of God alone, that can 
conſcientiouſly engage men to honour and obey their King. 
This brings me to the other branch of our duty I was to 
conſider ; namely, the honour and obedience we owe to Princes. 


I $HALL firſt conſider the extent of the duty, and then lay 
before you, ſome of thoſe paſſages of Scripture, by which it is 
enforced, with the reaſons for it. 


As to the extent of the duty to honour the King, we are, 


firft, to enquire, to whom this honour is to be paid. And, 
Jy, what that honour 1s. 


As to the firſt; Where the government is ſuch that the 
Supreme Power 1s abſolutely placed in one perſon, whether 
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King, Emperor, or by whatever title he is diſtinguiſhed, this 


honour is to be paid to him alone; or to thoſe who are 


commiſſioned to act under him; in proportion to that ſhare 
of rule with which they are entruſted by him. 


WHERE the government is ſtill in one individual, but 
regulated and reſtrained by acknowledged and eſtabliſhed 
laws—the ſame honour is till to be paid to him, whilſt 
acting agreeably to the principles of the conſtitution. Were 
not this ſo, there would be but one form of government in 
the world, and that for the moſt part tyrannical, For in 
vain would be the limitation of the executive authority of the 
Supreme Magiſtrate by any human laws, if his will alone 
could diſanull them. 


Ir then it be allowable to reſtrain Princes by human laws, 
there muſt be a power lodged in the hands of ſome, ſufficient 
to vindicate them from any open and manifeſt violation, and 
to protect the rights and privileges of the people, as well as 
the power and prerogatives of their rulers. But then on the 


other hand, no pretences of jealouſy, no fears or ſurmiſes of 


what may poſſibly happen, can juſtify any other reſtraint, than 
what the laws require; or the leaſt encroachment on the 
eſtabliſhed prerogative of Majeſty : for in ſuch a caſe, there 
would never be wanting either factious and turbulent incen- 
diaries, or intereſted.and ambitious hypocrites, to advance and 
promote ſuch pretences. No perſon, therefore, acting in a 
private capacity, can upon any pretence whatever, detract from 
the honour and authority of the King, without tranſgreſſing 
their duty. Of other forms of government, wherein we are not 
concerned, I need not ſpeak: but in general, wherever the 


Supreme Power be lodged, whether in one or many, this 


( 8 3 


honour ſhotlld conſtantly attend it; What this kondur 18, 4% 


the next thing to be Spkiine And it is in ſhört — that 


the peo ple ſhould render to thoſe whom Providence has placed 


over ＋ 4 all thoſe dues and duties, Which the lachs of the 
land reaſonably require and command, — ſuch as to have a 
t reſpect and reverence for them, which the high tation 
3od has placed them in, may juſtly challenge from us; not 
on any account, either hy open and Wentids clamours to 
revile them, or by ſecret and artful inſinuations, to leſſen them 
in the opinions of others, or to detract from that eſteem they 
have or ought to Have for them. All which is comprized in 
the wiſe man's direction; Thou 188 not fpeak evil of the rulex 
of thy people. 


IT 1s alſo required of us, to pray for our civil rulers; as St. 
Paul exhorts — that ſupplications and prayers, interceſſions 
and thankff pivings, be made for Kings, and all that are in 
authority ; that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all 
godlineſs and honeſty. Moreover, in order to ſupport their 
ſtate — maintain their authority and dignity —and to anſwer 
the other exigences of government, we are to pay them cuſtom 
and tribute, according to our Saviour's own command. Above 
all, we are to live in dutiful obedience and ſubjection under 
them. And as this is more eſpecially implied in the honour 
required of us; I ſhall for the cobkrmalidn of it, lay before 
you ſome of thoſe paſſages in Scripture, wherein both by 
precept and example, we are inſtructed ſo to do. 


xx every ſoul, ſays St. Paul, be ſubject to the higher 

powers — to thoſe who have the ſupreme power, wherever it 
Be lodged — For there is no power but of God; the powers 
that be are ordained of God. Whoever therefore reſiſteth the 
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power, peſiſteth the ordinance of God; and in effect reſiſts 
God, whoſe ordinance it is. St. Newer, in the ſame chapter 
with the text, is as full to the purpoſe of obedience to 
authority, for the ſake of God and a good conſcience. Sub- 
mit yourſclyes, ſays he, to eyery ordinance of man, for the 
Lord's ſake; for ſo js the will of God, that with well doing 
ye may put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men. 


LET us in the next place hear what examples of obedience 
the Sacred writers have recorded and propoſed to us for our 
imitation. Out of many, I ſhall only mention two — The 
example of David, and of our bleſſed Saviour. 


Dayip notwithſtanding his innocence, his bravery, and 
his many virtues, by which he had highly merited from his 
king and country — was notwithſtanding with the greateſt 
injuſtice, purſued by the King, as an enemy, a criminal, and 
a traitor; yet he turned not again, but only conſulted for his 
own ſafety. Nor was this for want of power, who had his 
mortal enemy more than once at his diſpoſal ; and was even 
encouraged by thoſe about him to deſtroy him. — But God 
 forbid®, ſays he, that I ſhould ſtretch forth my hand againſt 

the Lord's anointed — Who can do that and be guiltleſs ? 
But no example ought to prevail more with Chriſtians, than 
that of our Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, who though the 
Son of God, and as ſuch Lord of all things; yet made him- 
ſelf ſubject to the powers then in being. He yielded obedience 
to their authority, and paid cuſtom and, tribute as he com- 
manded his followers to do. He even ſubmitted to the moſt 


* The Hebrew phraſe is, d οντν 5 YN Profanum fit mihi a Jenovan.— 
The Radix 1 (Arab. M>) primarily es Solvere; 2. Profanare, 
i. 6, diſſolvere ab omni nexu juris di vini. 
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unrighteous decrees, though he could have commanded 
legions of angels to his aſſiſtance. 


IxpEED, whoever conſiders the end and deſign of the 
Chriſtian Religion, the peaceableneſs of it's laws, and the 
obligations that Chriſtians are under to patience and forbear- 
ance, gentleneſs and meekneſs, muſt conſider it as inconſiſtent 


with ſuch principles, to become factious and turbulent mem- 
bers of the community. | 


Tre doctrine of due fubmiſſion to legal and conſtitutional 
authority is, moreover, moſt reaſonable to be complied with, 
not only from the obligations of conſcience and religion, but 
from os conſideration of it's neceſſity — that we may lead 
quiet and peaceable lives, in all godlineſs and honeſty ; and 
that government, ſurrounded with many difficulties, may not 
above all the reſt, have the inſupportable burden of diſobe- 
dience in the ſubject to oppreſs it. Great, therefore, is the 
goodneſs of God, in laying us under ſuch ſolemn ties of 

ſubmiſſion to it; if we conſider what numbers are to be kept 
in order, and therefore ought to be kept in awe - that Juſtice 
is to be maintained — Virtue encouraged - Religion protected 
— Induſtry promoted — the Ambitious curbed - the Violent 
repreſſed :—Atheilm and Irreligion, Hereſy and Sciſm to be 
eradicated Idleneſs and Villany puniſhed ; and what jealou- 
| lies, fears, murmurs and: reproaches, are apt to ariſe, even 
under the more laudable management of affairs Who 1s 
ſufficient for theſe things? How wiſe muſt be the head — 
how quick the eye — how honeit the heart how reſolute the 
mind — how firm the nerves; to anſwer all theſe ends of 
good government, without ſcandal or reproach. Hard would 
be the fate of the rulers of the people, if a fault or miſtake in 
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them, when occaſioned neither by groſs corruption, nor 
manifeſt imbecility, ſnould be treated with ſeverity; or ſhould 
the ſubject be allowed to judge and condemn to the extreme, 
every thing that ſhould be done amiſs. Certain it is, that any 
government is better than Anarchy and Confuſion — than 
civil Diſcord and Rebellion — than lawleſs impunity, where 
every man may do what 1s right in his own eyes; or ſuch a 
wretched and ſanguinary ſcene of miſery and confuſion, as a 
neighbouring Nation hath lately preſented. 


Tun great and ſignal mercy of Almighty God, in the 
providential protection of the King, from the atrocious and 
treaſonable attempt againſt his Sacred Perſon, and for which 
we are directed by Government to return our united offerings 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to God, bears teſtimony in our 
favour, that even in the midſt of a ruinous and deſtructive 
War, in which we are unhappily engaged, God has not for- 
gotten to be gracious to this land. Whence we may collect 
that we have more to fear from the ill principles of the times, 
and from the impiety in particular which prevails amongſt us, 
than from the atrocious attempts of deſperate and bloody- 
minded men, and the arms of all our enemies, who in open 
defiance of God and Man, have long been waging war againſt 
all Chriſtian Kings and People. And let us remember that 
there never was an inſtance of a nation deſpiſing God and 
Religion, who were not deſpiſed in their turn, and at length 
trampled under foot of their enemies. Let us then truly 
repent of our fins, and return unto the Lord in righteouſneſs, 
and he will return to us in mercy. Let us make our peace 
with God, and he will be our ſhield and falvation. 
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In a word, therefore, and.to conclude — Are we deſirous 
to hve quietly and peaceably, in a flouriſhing country — under 
equitable laws, and a good and religious Prince? let us live 
honeſtly and charitably with one another — virtuouſly and 
religiouſly in our lives and converſations — in the fear of God 
—1n obedience to the King and Goverment, and the laws of 
the land; and then will he, (who is able to do all things for 
us,) eſtabliſh peace within our walls, and a continuance of 
plenty within our borders — make our Jeruſalem a praiſe in 
the whole Earth, and continue to us the bleſſings we now 
enjoy, as long as we ſhall continue not unworthy of them. 
Finally then, my brethren, Honour all Men — Love the Brother- 
hood Fear God. — Honour the King. 
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